
 

 

HANALEI SCHOOL Issue #6, March 2017 

 

E KOMO MAI 
How will Hanalei School look 
different in the next three years? 

 On March 8, 2017, Hanalei School teachers met for Wednesday 
faculty meeting in the Garden “classroom.”  Participants arrived 
early wondering what they were going to be doing in the 
garden.  According to Entrepreneur Media, “a change of scenery as 
provoked by outside stimulus often drives innovation and 
inspiration.”  Our staff made the connection to how a student might 
feel being in a different or unexpected location and how that 
experience not only prepares but excites the brain for learning.  We 
challenged the teachers to try it with their students- recognizing that 
any place can be used as a classroom.  We then spent some time 
meditating and reflecting on the following prompt, “Think about the 
way our school operates now with curriculum, instruction, 
assessment, student products, student expectations, ect.  In 
light of the new objectives in the State Strategic Plan, how 
might our school look different in three years.”  It was a fun 
exercise and the following powerful ideas came forth: 

• Place based learning using community organizations (taro 
farms, beach clean ups, etc). 

• Student portfolios (digital or paper) so teachers can see 
work of incoming students & students can track their work 
from year to year. 

• Project based lessons that really challenge students to work 
together creatively.  

• STEM (science, technology, engineering & math) activities 
done on a consistent basis to promote problem solving 
skills, teamwork and learning at a deeper level. 

• Developing the “whole child’ through character development 
using the Aloha Book. 

• Ensure 5th and 6th graders have a strong transition plan 
before moving into middle school, providing opportunities to 
visit the various middle school options. 

• Service Learning that builds community contributors and 
incorporates research to positively impact the social issues 
of the community we live in & incite volunteerism. 

• Fostering the bright spots in students. 
• Students are trained to be goal centered and reflective; 

setting achievable goals (based on Achieve & assessment 
results) and monitoring them regularly for reflection. 

• Ensure research-based high yield instructional practices are 
being employed by all teachers to promote complex thinking 
and access to rigorous coursework. 

• Providing learning experiences for students according to 
their interests and passion. 

March- April 

Important Dates: 
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March	16	–	3rd	Qtr.	Student	of	the	
Week/Gotcha	Assembly,	1pm 
March	17	–	3rd	Qtr.	Market	Day	
12:45pm	
March	20-24	–	Spring	Break	
March	27	–	Kuhio	Day	–	No	School	
March	28	–	4th	Qtr.	Begins	
April	7	–	Pet	Day	8:10-8:35am	
April	10	–	Report	Cards	go	home	
April	14	–	Good	Friday	–	No	School	
April	26	–	Rescheduled	Hawaiiana	Day	
April	28	&	29	–	Drama	Club	
Performance	
 
If	you	haven't	provided	your	email	
please	do	so	by	emailing	
kdoi@hanalei.k12.hi.us		You	can	
also	find	this	newsletter	on	our	
website	-
		http://www.hanalei.k12.hi.us/	 
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How will Hanalei School look different in the next three 
years? (Continued) 

 As the Hanalei staff moves forward with creating our school’s 3-year Academic Plan, the 
reflections above represent the common threads across all classrooms.  It’s exciting to see the 
focus is truly about igniting the passion for learning in our students in a variety of ways.  We 
will spend the next several weeks planning and mapping out these experiences for the 2017-18 
school year. 

Life Saving Education  
 Lifesaving training can never start too early.  On March 2 & 3, the Kauai Fire Department came 

to Hanalei School to instruct students on fire safety prevention through the use of the Sparky 
Trailer. This training program teaches parents and children how to prepare their families for 
fire situations. Participants learn about emergency notification, escape routes, smoke detectors, 
fire behavior, fire escape plans, and safe meeting places. When combined with the Fire Safety 
Trailer, participants can practice reacting to a smoke filled room, with smoke alarm sounding. 
Participants can feel for heat on the door, and find a second way out if the door is 
blocked.  The real world application of this training helps students experience emergency 
situations in a controlled setting- thus helping them “think” in an emergency. At the same 
time, the American Red Cross conducted the Pillowcase Project trainings in the 5th grade 
classrooms, bringing emergency preparedness to life.  All 5th graders interacted with a 
“Preparedness Workbook,” which included a home fire safety planner, establishing an 
emergency communication plan, understanding the emergency preparedness network in the 
Hanalei/Princeville areas, and honing coping skills during emergency situations.  Although we 
would like these topics to be ongoing, year long trainings, this was a good start and will be 
something to plan from for next school year.  

Research tells us one of the most powerful ways one can encourage their child to become 
successful, happy and contributing people is to teach them good decision making, and then to 
allow them to make their own decisions.  The Hanalei School behavioral referral data tells us 
that our boys struggle more with good decision making than our girls do.  Why?  It’s possibly a 
variety of things, mostly dealing with the biology of what makes boys boys and girls girls.  As a 
school, we see the need to specifically teach students and empower them in good decision 
making and then giving them a safe place to practice.  As we enter into Quarter 4, we will be 
working with Coach W (Charles Woolfork, Teacher/Coach) to interact with students, primarily 
in the upper elementary grade levels with: team building, coaching scenarios, analysis of habits, 
applying principles to decision making, and goal setting.  The students met Coach W in 
February and are excited about getting to work with him.   Stay tuned for more information 
from Coach W. 

Coach w – Helping us Raise Good Decision Makers 
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On Thursday, February 23, 2017, the Hanalei Bay Rotary donated an AED (automated 
external defibrillator) unit to Hanalei School. This was mounted in the cafeteria, adjacent to 
the entrance.  The State also donated a second AED device, which was mounted outside the 
Hanalei School health room.  Both AEDs have been registered to an online geotagging app 
map and are made available to anyone in the area who needs to use them in an emergency 
situation.  In the most basic description, AEDs are used to restore a regular heart rhythm in 
sudden cardiac arrest victims. Hanalei teachers were trained by the Kauai Fire Department 
earlier this year to properly use and operate an AED device.  A goal for next year is to train 
our upper elementary students in the use of AED devices.  Hanalei School is grateful to the 
Hanalei Bay Rotary and the State of Hawaii for their donations of these life saving devices to 
our school and community. 

AED Donation 
 

Free Island Nutrition for families Offered During Spring Break 
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To celebrate National Nutrition Month, Malama 
Kauai is offering a free food preparation and 
nutrition class for keiki and their families on 
Tuesday, March 21st from 9am to 12noon, during 
Spring Break, at Kealia Farms’ Pavilion. Attendees 
will learn about whole foods, eating close to the 
earth, health benefits of food, and the hawaiian 
diet based on the ahupua’a system - as well as 
making and tasting delicious snacks! 
The first half of the morning will be a guided 
educational tour of the food system in the Kealia 
ahupua’a with Kamealoha Hanohano-Smith, a 
cultural practitioner and Hawaiian immersion 
teacher, as well as project director for Kaiaulu 
Anahola. Learn about place based food sources, 
how they are prepared and why. From Anahola, 
Kamealoha’s father's family is the 
Kahoohanohano Pa family from Kalalau Valley 
and his mother's family is the Kekahuna family 
from Kailua, Oahu. 

“It is important for the overall wellbeing of our 
kamalii to know the genealogy of our traditional 
foods as it is intimately tied to our cultural and 
spiritual practices, and celebrated through oli, 
pule, hula, and moolelo”. - Kamealoha Hanohano-
Smith 
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The second portion of the workshop will be an 
interactive discussion with Valencia Winn, a 
Registered Nurse, about the food we eat, where it 
comes from, and the tools we can use that promote a 
healthier lifestyle. Valencia focused on the 
nutritional and lifestyle needs in the treatment and 
prevention of chronic disease and helping others 
create a healthy lifestyle, which includes good 
nutrition and lifestyle choices.  
 
To get more info or RSVP for this free event, contact 
Village Harvest Program Manager, Tuula Perry, at 
villageharvest@malamakauai.org or call 808-828-0685 
x 20 

Opportunity for keiki to learn about the Hawaiian food system and enjoy healthy snacks 
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Starry	Nights	almost	here!	
	
BUY	YOUR	TICKETS	NOW!		TICKETS	
ARE	AVAILABLE	ON-LINE	ONLY!	

	
GO	TO	OUR	HANALEI	SCHOOL	

WEBSITE	TO	PURCHASE	TICKETS	
	
OR	

www.501auctions.com/starrynightshanalei	
	
	
We	need	your	helping	hands!	

• Night	of	event,	various	duties		
• Day	of	event	set	up		
• Donate	an	item	or	service	for	

the	silent	or	live	auction		
	
Please	call	Rebecca	Hart		

(808)	647-0188	

																																										or	

	hanaleielementaryptsa@gmail.com			

Also	check	our	Facebook	page	@	
HanaleiPTSA	

	

Starry Nights: April 8, 2017 ~~ St. Regis Princeville Resort 
 

Featured Band 

The Soft White Sixties 

Check out their music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PliXgeCpyZM 
1.  

 

 


