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A Message from Principal Moraes
Aloha Hanalei School Ohana:

"There is no limit to what great and beautiful things the human being can create with the power of a balanced mind..." Paul 
Odafe Akpomukai

As we wind around to February we do so with an eye for maintaining balance. According to National Education 
Association President Lily Eskelsen García: "Every student deserves access to a curriculum that is broad and rich in 
content—not just reading and math, but the arts, physical education, civics, hands-on career and technical education, and 
more.”

At Hanalei School we embrace this philosophy by harmonizing rigorous academic content with the nurture of Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL), the enrichment of the Arts and the well-being of physical health. By maintaining this balance for our 
students we not only cultivate a positive, fun learning environment, but we also set the stage for our students to thrive 
academically as well. According to one New York University Institute of Human Development and Social Change: “Young 
people who develop cognitive, intrapersonal, and interpersonal skills that constitute SEL graduate from high school and attend 
college at higher rates than their peers, accrue higher earnings, and enjoy better health.” In addition, according to another 
University of Chicago study, “arts education settings are sites of great potential that have great intrinsic benefits for young 
people, as they are exposed to creative humanistic experiences and the potential for rigorous skill development.” How could 
we go wrong with any of this?

Social emotional learning is defined as the process of developing the self-awareness, self-control, and interpersonal 
skills that are vital for school, work, and life success. There are many important ways that we engage in this process as 
Hanalei School including use of the Aloha Books and incorporating lessons and activities for learning throughout the school 
day. This year we have also added the Choose Love program to our schoolwide menu. On our SEL Parent Night we heard 
from Choose Love partners Auntie Dawn O’Brien and Aloha Books community partners, Lahela Chandler and Ann Hettinger. 
They shared how their curriculum is designed to help with the social emotional development of our students.

The Arts also retain a central position in our school. Due to the generosity of our Hanalei School PTA we are able to 
continue to offer visual art, music/ dance, Hawaiian culture, and after school programming that includes fashion design, art, 
drama and gardening. After school clubs started up this week and students seem very happy to be able to participate in this 
extra-curricular programming. 

Finally, we perpetuate healthy behaviors on campus by encouraging physical activity through such activities as weekly 
PE classes, Morning Mile Club, and After School sports offerings (all through the generous support of our amazing PTA and 
Aloha Angels.) The result of this well -rounded learning environment at Hanalei School is two fold. Not only do students have 
the opportunity to engage in a range of activities that make their learning fun, but they also perform better academically. Most 
recently we saw these positive effects in our mid-year iReady Data. iReady is the schoolwide screener we use to monitor our 
students' academic progress. Assessments are conducted three times per year for teachers to assess and address the 
learning needs of every learner. This winter we were thrilled to discover our students' growth so far. More specifically, when 
students take their initial assessment in the Fall, they receive a diagnostic scale score. Based on this data and the 
meta-analysis of data trends over multiple years, students are given a projected typical growth for the year. So far this year, for 
Reading, 78% have already exceeded a typical amount of growth expected for an entire year. For Math, 85% of students have 
already exceeded typical annual growth... and we are only half way through the year! Keep up the great work Hanalei School!

With all of this in mind, we wish our Hanalei School a beautiful February. Keeping in mind that even on the wettest of days 
there is a potential for rainbows right behind the darkest clouds. 

Me Ke Aloha Pumehana,
Deena Fontana Moraes
Hanalei School Principal
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL

1st GRADE
Mrs. Paik, Mrs. Fredericksen & Ms. Vogts

Here’s a look at what has been going on in the classrooms since we’ve been 
back from Winter Break!   Look to the back of the newsletter for school-wide 

announcements and info.

In first grade we spend a lot of time nurturing our 
hearts, learning to regulate our emotions in a 
healthy way and to treat others with LOVE and 
respect.  We are kind keiki :) Students learn 
these  positive lessons and coping strategies 
through the use of the Aloha Book, which teaches 
about Hawaiian culture and values.  These are 
basic human values that we strive to achieve 
ourselves and teach our children to help generate 
peace, love and acceptance for each other all 
around the world.

One beautiful aspect of this book is that the 
authors are local women from our Hanalei 
Community.  Lahela Chandler, an alumni of 
Hanalei School,  told the story of her childhood 
and the beautiful values her Ohana instilled in her 
and her many siblings.  Ann Hettinger helped 
Lahela put her story into this beautiful book we all 
treasure. These lessons shine through our keiki 
and perpetuate through our community.

1st Graders also created 
snowmen with parent 
volunteers!  We are so 

grateful for all the help that 
parents do inside and 

outside the classrooms.  
We truly got to celebrate 

the holidays as a classroom 
‘ohana.  The keiki got the 

opportunity to express 
themselves as creative 
designers by designing 
spectacular snowmen!



2nd GRADE
Ms. Hirashima & Mrs. Berardi
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Second graders enjoyed the festive holiday season by creating lots of 
beautiful artwork and crafts.  Students have been busy little scientists 

learning how to design and engineer different types of structures.  Students 
used connecting cubes to build objects such as airplanes, tables, and 

giraffes.  Students also did a STEM activity where they were challenged to 
stack as many books as possible.  In Social Studies we learned about the 

history of Native Americans and made colorful talking sticks.  We are looking 
forward to all the exciting things we will be doing in the new year!

3rd GRADE
Mr. Andrews & Mrs. Swenson

Third Grade has been busy working hard in Language Arts, Math and Science! In 
Language Arts, we have been working on reading fluency, grammer, phonics and 
vocabulary.  We have been reading a lot of expository text and doing some great hands
on activities that go along with them.  In Math, we have been learning new strategies to 
fluently add and subtract within 1,000 and we continue to work towards mastering our 
multiplication facts.  The kids are having a great time in Science learning about the 
magnificent Laysan Albatross and their lifecycle.  The students have done a great job 
drawing a scientific illustration of an albatross and learning all about their special features 
and adaptations.  We will be going on an excursion in March to Kilauea Lighthouse to 
watch the magnificent albatross in action! Third Grade would also like to send out a big 
"Mahalo" to the North Shore Lions Club for donating dictionaries to our class! 



4th GRADE
Mrs. Robert
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4th grade has started 3rd quarter with our amazing lit study book Call it Courage. This book is about a boy who is 
determined to prove he is brave. In math, we just started our unit on fractions and will be working on that through the 
rest of the quarter. Please make sure to have conversations at home or maybe bake something together to help 
reinforce what we are working on in school. The students just finished their snow globe project and will be starting 
their Hawaiiana biography report this month. Thank you for your continued support! 

5th GRADE
Ms. Gallagher & Ms. Collins

Fifth Grade has jumped right into the new year with a coral reef project in 
our Living Systems Unit in Science. Students have been creating cards for 
producers, consumers and decomposers found in Hawaiian coral reefs. 
Everyone is looking forward to a trip to Waipa to examine and explore our 
local food web in the lo’i fields. In Math, Fifth Graders have been working on 
adding and subtracting mixed numbers with unlike denominators, as well as 
a bit of geometry. In Social Studies, students have been learning about early 
colonial America and creating posters about the causes of the American 
Revolution. While in ELA, the students are writing persuasive (they hope) 
essays about the benefits (or lack of) of homework. Good luck everyone!



In Language Arts, the 6th graders are learning how to facilitate a Socratic Seminar. There are many little steps to learn for a successful 
discussion and the first step they’re working on is how to create higher level discussion questions to get their classmate thinking; open 
ended questions. It’s more challenging than it seems, but they’re off to a solid start and sparking lots of curiosity among their peers.

The 6th graders are also doing a cross-curricular project, using research they’ve conducted on specific parts of the ancient Egyptian 
civilization in Social Studies. They’re working in small teams and are applying their artistic talents to design and create an informational 
poster which will serve as a visual aid to guide them for their formal presentation where they’ll showcase their public speaking skills as 
they present their findings to their peers.
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HANALEI PTA NEWS

6th GRADE
Mrs. Adams & Ms. Ricardo

6th graders have been super busy in math and science.  In math, they are finishing their 
final units of learning on expressions and equations and they are ready to move on to
learning about ratios and rates.  In science, students have been incorporating research 
skills to use reliable sources to formulate in depth analyses of the data they collected 
from their individual science projects.  Once the final steps of forming conclusions and 
creating works cited lists are completed, the students get to put all of the information 
together on their science project boards.  The students are excited to share their projects
 with the school community when they are finished! 

6th graders completed the planning phase for designing the legacy mural they are 
making with resident artist Kayti Lathrop.  The Rotary Club and Ms. Kayti worked hard to clean the wall, and the students have put 
up the first layer of paint.  We can't wait to watch the layers of the mural get added!

Hanalei School Fitness Challenge is here!  Information and forms were sent home with students, please check the 
school website and Instagram for updates.  The Fitness Challenge Fundraiser has been our biggest fundraiser of the 
year for the past several years, bringing in $24,000+ in donations, and getting Hanalei students really active!! All of 

these donations go to provide school wide enrichment classes (Art, Music, P.E., etc, ) as well as contribute to funding 
teacher lines to keep class sizes small.  Please encourage your child(ren) to participate, it makes a difference!  

Online donations accepted via: https://app.99pledges.com/fund/hanaleifit1, checks can be made out to Hanalei PTA, 
and cash is also accepted! Spread the word to family and friends, every donation counts!  Please email the PTA at 

hanaleielementaryptsa@gmail.com with any questions.

https://app.99pledges.com/fund/hanaleifit1
mailto:hanaleielementaryptsa@gmail.com


IMPORTANT DATES!

FEBRUARY MARCH

2/9-2/23 - FITNESS CHALLENGE FUNDRAISER! 3/3 - HI5 Recycling Day

2/13 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher Day 3/10 - MARKET DAY! & End of 3rd Quarter

2/14 - VALENTINE’S DAY 3/11-3/19 - SPRING BREAK! 

2/20 - NO SCHOOL - Presidents’ Day 3/20 - Start of 4th Quarter

2/24 - TALENT SHOW! 6pm, Cafeteria! 3/27 - NO SCHOOL - Prince Kuhio Day Observed

2/27 - ALL FITNESS CHALLENGE FORMS DUE!

We had a wonderful turnout for our Choose Love Family Night! Here are some 
ways you can “choose love” this month 
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