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June 20, 2025

Dear Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s):

The Hawai'i State Department of Education (Department) cares about your child(ren) and is
aware that there are numerous social pressures and misinformation about the devastating impact
of tobacco and e-cigarette products. As such, the Department is committed to working with you
to keep your child(ren) away from these products. Please talk to your child(ren) about making
healthy choices and the law regarding these products for persons under the age of 21.

Pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes §712-1258, it is unlawful for any person under the age of
21 to purchase or possess any tobacco product or electronic smoking device (ESD). An ESD is
any electronic product that can aerosolize and deliver nicotine or other substances to the person
inhaling from the device. This includes, but is not limited to, an electronic cigarette, electronic
cigar, electronic cigarillo, or electronic pipe, and any cartridge or other component of the device
or related product.

In addition, any tobacco product and ESD found in a student’s possession is a violation of the
Hawai‘i Administrative Rules, Chapter 19, which can result in disciplinary actions. The school
administration shall seize the ESD accordingly.

Should you have further questions, please talk to your child(ren)’s school administration.
Sincerely,

}Em- Qfmw@&%

Heidi Armstrong
Deputy Superintendent
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HARMS YOUR HEALTH

Vaping can expose the user’s lungs to harmful
chemicals like formaldehyde, acrolein, and
Ehamicals =udh acetaldehyde, which are known to cause
as formaldehyde, irreversible lung damage.'* Vape aerosol could be
that can cause delivering metal particles like chromium, nickel,
cancer. lead, tin and aluminum right into your lungs.
Some of these metals are toxic.>

Pursuant to Hawai'i Revised Statutes §712-1258, it is unlawful It i s U N LAWFU L
for any person under the age of 21 to purchase or possess any

tobacco product or electronic smoking device.’

E-cigarettes
can contain

Any tobacco product or electronic smoking device found in a student's possession is a violation of Hawai'i
Administrative Rules, Chapter 19 and shall be seized by school administration and handled in accordance
with the memorandum for Disposal of Hazardous Material and Electronic Smoking Devices Procedures.*
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More information and resources
fda.gov/youthvapingresources e livinghealthy.hawaii.gov/tobacco-free/vaping/
health.hawaii.gov/tobacco/electronic-cigarettes/
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